At the University of Madrid a very simple method is used for measuring animals, which consists in two pieces of wood of a given length (25cm in our case), painted in red, which are joined by a rope that you can just lean on the animal's back, each piece of wood hanging at each side of the body (see red wood and rope draft, example 1 and example 2). This enables to measure quite accuretely the animal, taking the length of the red piece of wood as reference. The piece of wood should be very straight, if necessary you have to increase the length of the rope, it doesn't matter if the piece of wood is nearer to the ground then to the animal. In the photographs two people are handling the animal, in the case only one person is available, the number of the individual can be fixed to the rope.

